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It’s Friday the 13th

Americans who are superstitious
when it comes to:
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Source Harris Interactive survey
of 2,236 adults in January 2013

ANNE R.CAREY AND PAUL TRAP, USA TODAY
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lyst from investment bank

Chris Woodyard
USA TODAY

Tesla Motors CEO Elon Musk
announced Thursday that the
company is going to an “open
source” approach, suspending en-
forcement of its patents to en-
courage electric car development.

Tesla, ‘a leader in developing
long-range electric cars, battery
packs and the software powering
them, has about 200 patents.
None will be held back. “Tesla
will not initiate patent lawsuits
against anyone who, in good faith,
wants to use our technology,” he
wrote in a blog post.

While not considered radi-
cal in the technology world
to let others infringe on
patents, it’s unusual, said
Carter Driscoll, senior ana-

WEEKEND

‘Tesla opens patents to Jump—start e-cars

MLV & Co., who follows the envi-
ronmental transportation sector.

It also comes as Tesla plans to
open one of the country’s largest
plants for making lithium-ion
batteries and is likely searching
for more customers to create
enough volume to lower costs.
Signing up other customers is

“creating a market for the Giga-

factory,” Driscoll said.

Musk said he made the move
out of frustration that more long-
range electric vehicles have not

been developed. Most models
have ranges of around 100 miles
per charge, less than half the
longest range of a Tesla Model S.
He said in a conference call that
electric models make up less than
1% of cars sold in the USA.

Musk said he got some “wide-
eyed looks” from board members
when he proposed the idea, but
they now back the move. Musk
downplayed the risk, saying that
quick-moving companies usually
stay ahead of their patents.

The Tesla
Model S luxury
sedan was
Consumer
Reports’ Top
Pick for best
overall vehicle
for 2014.

ARTALASD VILLULILD v \.ouu..us Aiivw
question whether Iragi Prime
Minister Nouri al-Maliki’s Shiite-
dominated government can repel
the Sunni fighters if they reach
the capital, a Shiite stronghold.
Iraqi troops have offered little re-
sistance. About 30,000 troops
have deserted since Monday, the
Iraqi government estimated.

Al-Maliki asked the Iraqi par-
liament to declare a state of
emergency to expand his powers.
But too few lawmakers attended
Thursday’s legislative session to
reach a quorum.

“Iraq is inching toward a civil
war because the Iragi govern-
ment is not capable of stopping
ISIL,” said Haleh Esfandiari of
the Woodrow Wilson Interna-
tional Center for Scholars. “That
might turn into a fight eventually
between the Shiites and the Sun-
ni Muslims — something that ev-
erybody was trying to avoid.”

Contributing: Luigi Serenelli in Berlin;
David Jackson and Tom Vanden Brook
in Washington
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